[Incidence of posterior vitreous detachment in the elderly].
Few studies have so far investigated the frequency of posterior vitreous detachment in healthy eyes, and most of these have been biomicroscopic investigations. Since the reported data sometimes vary widely, especially in older age-groups, we conducted sonographic investigations on the frequency of posterior vitreous detachment in old and very old patients. A total of 712 eyes in 404 patients aged 65 years and older were studied. Eyes that had previously been operated on, eyes with proliferative retinal disease, and eyes with an ametropia exceeding +/- 3.0 diopters were excluded from the study. The vitreous body was investigated using kinetic B-mode sonography. It was classified as completely attached, completely detached, or partially detached. In the 65- to 69-year-old age-group, only 12 of 105 eyes (11%) exhibited a complete posterior vitreous detachment, while the vitreous body was still completely attached in 75 eyes (71%). A marked decline in the number of eyes with a completely attached vitreous body was first seen in the 80- to 89-year-old age-group. Even in this group, however, the vitreous body was still completely attached in 114 of 263 eyes (43%), whereas it was partially detached in 28 eyes (11%). Only in 121 eyes (46%) was the vitreous body completely detached. The frequency of partial or complete posterior vitreous detachment increases with age. However, posterior vitreous detachment in the elderly is rarer than previously thought.